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What is Day Care Subsidy? 


Day Care Subsidy is financial assistance for 
families requiring Day Care, Nursery School 
or Private Home Day Care for children aged 
three (3) weeks to ten (10) years. 


The Day Care Subsidy is not Welfare. It is a 
support service for families needing assist- 
ance in meeting their Day Care costs. 


Who Qualifies for Day Care Subsidy? 


Eligibility for Day Care Subsidy depends on 
two criteria: 


* Actual Need 

* Financial Eligibility 
as set out in the Day Nurseries Act. The ap- 
plicant may qualify for full or partial subsidy. 
In case of partial subsidy, the applicant 


makes a partial contribution to the cost of 
day care, as set out In the Act. 


How is Actual Need Determined ? 


* Parent(s) working full time or part time, 
depending on the number of hours 


OR 


¢ Parent(s) attending school or a retraining 
programme 


OR 


ooking for work (one month 


«Appr eierral (see Therapeutic Refer- 


How is Financial Eligibility Determined? 


A Subsidy Worker will interview each appli- 
cant for financial eligibility, which is deter- 
mined by needs testing, considering the 
total monthly net income, expenses and as- 
Sets 


The updating of eligibility is done every six 
months or earlier, as determined by the Sub- 
sidy Worker. 


Who Provides Care for Subsidized Children? 


The Region purchases services from 
licensed Day Care Centres or Private Home 
Day Care Providers who provide care for 
young children. 


The Ministry of Community and Social Ser- 
vices, under the Day Nurseries Act, licenses 
non-profit and profit Day Care Centres, Half 
Day Centres; and Private Home Day Care 
Agencies. 


The Region enters into a “Purchase of Ser- 
vice” contract with these licensed Centres 
and pays a set rate per day for each eligible, 
subsidized child for the care they receive. 


Who is Responsible for Choosing a Day Care 
Centre? 


You, the parent — either independently or 
in conjunction with your referral source —By 
visiting several Day Care Centres in your 
area, it is hoped that you will discover a 
programme which best suits the needs of 
your child and family. 


For Further Information: 


Please call the Regional Support Services Di- 
vision to determine whether the Centre of 
your choice has a Purchase of Service con- 
tract with the Region and what steps you 
should take to apply for Day Care Subsidy 
for your child. (See telephone number 
below.) 


What is Therapeutic Referral? 


A Therapeutic Referral for Day Care services 
is a referral made by a Family Physician, 
Paediatrician, Public Health Nurse, Social 
Worker, or any other appropriate profes- 
sional. 


One or more of the following criteria may 
constitute the need for Therapeutic Day 
Wales 


* Child management difficulties (i.e. discip- 
line, daily routines) 

OR 

- Parental Relief 

OR 


- A child who appears delayed in his/her 
development 


OR 


- A child who has a developmental or phys- 
ical handicap 


OR 

° A child who is at risk 

OR 

*A major family crisis (i.e. separation, etc.) 


dix 


* A parent who needs to improve his/her 


